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Beethoven 
 
The number beside your name indicates which question you are to research 
and answer in class.  Prepare a 5 minute answer.  Make notes and bring 
them to class.  If you wish to share a web site find a way to deliver it easily 
to the computer in the front of the room, i.e. have a way I can easily 
navigate to it with search words or a manageable http address. 

 	   
1 Dapper,	  Allison	  L.	   
2 Dvornak,	  Mikaila	  A.	   
3 Hairston,	  Jamil	  N.	   
4 Lofquist,	  Sarah	  S.	   
5 McNeil,	  Madeline	  R.	   
6 Moeller,	  Zachary	  K.	   
7 Murphy,	  Peter	  T.	   
8 Murray,	  Mary	  M.	   
9 Prues,	  Jacob	  L.	   
10 Roell,	  Madelynn	  G.	   
11 Tariq,	  Hussain	  A.	   
 
Questions: 

1. In Beethoven’s 3rd Symphony he broke new ground with the 
symphonic structure.  Identify several examples of how this symphony 
represents a significant break with past classical structure. 

2. What is absolute music?  What is program music?  Categorize 
symphonies 3,6,7 and 9 as either absolute or program music.  Briefly 
explain why for each. 

3. Research the 6th Symphony.  What is the story to the symphony?  
What was new about this symphony?  How is this work related to  the 
film Fantasia?  Which parts did Disney incorporate? 

4. Can music represent a sound?  Can music represent picture? Can 
music represent a person or portrait?  Find one JSTOR article on music 
and representation.  This is usually in a journal about the philosophy of 
music. 

5. What is the history to the Allegretto, movement 2 in the 7th 
Symphony? How has it been used throughout history after the first 
performance?  Is this movement about war or peace or neither? 

6. Research the film The Fall.  View the opening scene, if you can locate 
it.  Listen to the Allegretto, movement 2 of the 7th Symphony?  How do 
these relate? 

7. Who is Friedrich Schiller?  Provide a brief summary of his importance 
in German literature.  How is his work related to Beethoven? 
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8. Research the 9th Symphony by Beethoven.  List as many new 
innovations as you can in the symphony’s musical structure. 

9. Find a JSTOR article about Beethoven’s 9th Symphony that looks 
interesting to you and that you can mostly understand.  Report on 
several highlights from the symphony. 

10 Create a list of characteristics for the last movement of Beethoven’s 
9th Symphony. 
11. What values are implicit in the last movement of Beethoven’s 9th 
Symphony? 

 


