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Orchestration and Arranging 
MUSC 401 Fall Semester 2017 

Edgecliff Hall, Rm. 204 
 

Syllabus -Tentative 
 
Course Description: Fundamentals of instruments, instrumentation, 
scoring, arranging and some composing for selected small and large 
ensembles (chamber groups, small orchestra, orchestra sections, band 
sections and various bands) 
 
Course Objectives:   

•Characteristics for each instrument 
•Scoring for chamber music groups 
•Scoring for each section of the orchestra/band 
•Scoring for combinations of sections in the orchestra/band 
•Scoring for pop percussion 
•Arrange one work for public performance, print and distribute parts 
and conductor’s score and conduct a rehearsal/reading of the work (if 
the arranger is qualified). 

 
Teaching Format: 
Lectures, exercises, computer assisted scorings and playbacks, score 
readings performed by ensembles  
 
Required Text:   
The Study of Orchestration (w/wkbk), Adler  Edition:4th. 
Students are not required to purchase the CD’s.  Students are expected to 
thoroughly study all musical excerpts in the textbook.  Excerpts are played 
in class. 
 
Course Software 
MakeMusic’s Finale 2014 (purchase not required, student’s may use the lab) 
 
Course Requirements: 

1. Attendance at every class 
2. Readings in the text 
3. Assignments in the workbook 
4. Four quizes, one on each instrument category 
5. Selected assignments to be scored at the computer 
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6. Midterm and final projects with live readings when possible 
 
Norms for Evaluation: 

1.  Four graded exercises  30% 
2.  Four quizes @ 2.25% each = 10% 
2.  Midterm project   20% 
3.  Final project    40% 
 

General Course Outline 
1.  Introduction to the Orchestra/Band and Scoring Fundamentals 
2.  Strings 
3.  String Orchestra 
4.  Woodwinds 
5.  Woodwind Section 
6.  Brass 
7.  Brass Section 
8.  Scoring of chords for sections 
9.  Scoring chords for orchestra/band 
10. Transcribing piano music 
11. Scoring for Woodwinds, Horns and Strings 
12. Percussion 
13.  Scoring for Orchestra 
14. Scoring for Band 

 
Final Project/Exam:  When it can be arranged, a local high school or 
university band or orchestra will perform the final projects.  Students 
are to prepare a conductor’s score, all parts and provide enough copies 
of the parts so that the arrangement can be given a five to ten minute 
rehearsal/reading.  Students that have had conducting experience are 
expected to conduct their arrangement.  All material must meet the 
scoring standards set forth in the textbook and presented in lecture. 
 
This course fulfills the requirement for Orchestration and Arranging as set forth by the 
State of Ohio for music teacher certification. 
 
General assignments-subject to change 
Read all chapters in the textbook 
Outline: Orchestra history (textbook plus one other source) 
Worksheets:  1, 2, 4, 7, 8, 9, 11,10 12, 13, 14, 16, 18 
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Pop Percussion Assignment 
Test Yourself I – IV 
4 Quizzes:  Strings, WW, Brass, Percussion 
Midterm:  String Scoring Arrangement (Score + Parts + Copies) 
List:  Scoring Techniques (textbook) 
Final:  Band Scoring Arrangement (Score + Parts + Copies) 
 


